Date: Jan. 13, 2010
Subject: Environmental Citizenship Minor
From: James Fredal, Chair  CCI Science Subcommittee
The Sciences Subcommittee considered the proposal for a new Interdisciplinary Minor in Environmental Citizenship at its meetings of 11 December, 2009.  Jessica Mercerhill provided background about the development of this proposal.
The Environmental Citizenship Minor will pursue three learning outcomes:
1. Students will construct a working definition of environmental citizenship built upon a “literacy model” that includes both understanding or “reading” and shaping or “writing” environments;
2. Students will identify various natural, social/political, and cultural forces that shape and are shaped by environments and their relation to one another;
3. Students will explore ethical, sustainable options for shaping environments.
In fulfilling these three expected learning outcomes, completion of the minor will “help prepare students to participate knowledgeably in discussions of the physical, biological, social, political, historical, and cultural forces that shape environments and to assume an active role in shaping environments by engaging in public debate, personal action, and artistic expression” (“Proposal”, pg.2)
The minor will require completion of at least 25 credit hours; these include:
1) 
Five credit hours in each of three foundational categories: Sciences, Social Sciences, and Arts and Humanities. Each category includes 4-5 courses; courses range from the 200- to 500-level.   These courses must be taken outside the major.
2) A capstone course, Geography/ English 597.03 in Environmental Citizenship.
3) A set of electives to finish the coursework for the minor.  Electives include a range of courses across the curriculum, including courses in all three of the foundational categories.
The committee considered the minor to be a timely and important addition to the offerings in the Arts and Sciences interdisciplinary minor program.
Subsequent discussion by the Subcommittee concentrated on two topics:
1) Questions about the selection of courses under the “Arts and Humanities” category: committee members wondered why these two courses, Art 300: Introduction to Photography (5crs) and Art 353: Art of Podcasting (5 crs) were included in the minor but other courses in creative production (for example, creative writing, news writing, or web design) were not.
2) Questions about the environmental content of the foundational course, CS 272: Science and Society, which seems to be only tangentially related to the two core concepts of environment and citizenship.
In response to questions from the Sciences Subcommittee, the proposal committee responded on 7 January:
1) The Arts courses were specifically chosen because they offer students techniques and methods for social critique, digital reproduction, self-publishing and distribution in addition to methods for artistic expression. The proposal committee felt that this specific set of skills and techniques were a crucial element of “citizenship.” The Art 300 photography course includes lessons and assignments in documentary photography and the Art 353 Podcasting course teaches students how to participate in public dialogue by creating and publishing videos, photos and writing on their own blogs. At a time when online publishing is rivaling traditional print media, it is important for artists, writers, environmentalists, citizens—and anyone with ideas they want to distribute—to develop the skills to create their own online media.
2) The second concern was not addressed by the proposal committee.  The Sciences subcommittee did note that the other core courses (in all categories) were centrally focused on environmental issues, and that the CS 272 did seem appropriate as a foundational course in preparing students to understand the nature and role of scientific knowledge in contemporary debates about the environment.
Given the nature of the subcommittee's concerns—they were queries more than objections—and given the responses of the proposing committee, the proposal is being forwarded as approved to the CCI for its consideration.
